Slave Codes
The U.S. History. org -http://www.ushistory.org/us/6f .asp -owned by Independence Hall Association of Philadelphia, provides the definition and rationale for slave codes. Slave codes were not implemented in the South in the 1800s, but it existed in the colonies in the 1700s. U.S. History.org states slave codes were employed to control the movement of slaves in order to avoid rebellion.
At the top of the page is a drop-down menu, which provides various aspects of United States history. The subtitle of the page is "African Americans in the British New World." The section for slave codes is label as "6F. African Americans." The subsection "f" is where slave codes are located. The left side of the page includes further information on slave codes on other sites.
The American Treasures of the Library of Congress: Memory -http://www.loc.gov/ exhibits/treasures/trm009.html -maintained by the Library of Congress (LOC), is a Website about slave codes in the District of Columbia (DC). To the left of the page is an image of the actual slave code passed in D.C.
was an attempt to avoid the divide between the North and the South that was to occur. LeFrancois summarized the aspects under the 1850 act that made the recapture of slaves easier and the successful escape nearly impossible. He points out "federal marshals were financially liable for not trying to execute the warrants and for allowing fugitives to escape. Penalties were increased for obstructing slave owners or helping fugitives, and included imprisonment." LeFrancois states under "an Unsuccessful Accommodation" section the Compromise merely "illustrated the North's and South's opposing views on the issue of slavery." The last section is a debate about whether reparations should be paid to African Americans as the result of slavery. Although an interesting debate, it seems out of place in the discussion of the Compromises.
The History Channel Website -http:// www.history.com/topics/black-history/fugitive-slave-acts -entitled "Fugitive Slave Acts" begins with a dramatic banner "The Slave-hunter is among us. Be on Your Guard. An arrest is planned for to-night (sic)." It summarizes the Fugitive Slave acts and circumstances they were enacted. In addition, the Website notes that statues regarding runaway slaves were in the thirteen colonies as early as 1643.
Fugitive Slave Law of 1793
U.S. History. org -http://www.ushistory. org/presidentshouse/history/slaveact1793 .htm -created a Website for the fugitive slave acts. The title of the Website is "The President's House in Philadelphia: Fugitive Slave Act of 1793." The Website consists of the entire document of the Fugitive Slave act. In the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1793," in order to force a person back into slavery, the burden of proof was on the person making the charge. Section Two states "if any person takes a slave or aids in the escaping of the slave shall be fined five hundred dollars and up to a year in prison." A slave owner's word or a document before the judge was sufficient to provide the proof that a person should be returned to slavery.
WGBH New England PBS channelhttp://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h62. html -aired a series called "Africans in America." The Website, "Africans in America: Revolution, Fugitive Slave Act of 1793." This Website is a continuation of the program. The site quotes Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution: "any person held to service or labor" can be returned to the owner. PBS points out the Constitution does not say a slave. Additionally, The "Law Library" link will take the researcher to the online catalog of LOC Law Library. Items such as "Extracts from the American slave code" can be found.
The site states slave codes were in existence from 1660s to 1860s, 200 years of codes that were designed to control the daily lives of African Americans. The site succinctly states the North and South's views on slavery and the recapture of slaves. The varying views caused division between the two regions. According to LeFrancois, the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1793" was an effort to provide a means to enforce the constitutional clause concerning escaped slaves. "The act allowed a slave owner to seize an escaped slave and present him/her before a federal or local judge, and, upon ownership, receive a certificate authorizing the slave to be retaken."
LeFrancois maintains that the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1850" "was an important part of the Compromise of 1850." The Compromise the slave law allowed any official the power to seize a slave and return him/her to bondage. [them] . Then use the responses to help inform [the] coverage of the topic." The Website entitled "1800-1850s: Expansion of Slavery in the U.S." is a part of this series. The site includes the rationale of the Compromise of 1820 and 1850. These compromises were created to settle a dispute between the Northern and Southern states as to whether a state would enter the Union as a free or a slave state. The American Anthropological Association (AAA), the providers of information on the Website, state the Compromise of 1850 created the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1850." According to AAA, the act was the most devastating legislation to slaves and abolitionists. The act required anyone could capture a slave and return him/her to slavery. The slave did not have due process; therefore, they could be returned without a trial. As a result, free blacks could be forced into slavery. This act caused 20,000 African Americans to flee from the United States to Canada.
Fugitive Slave Law of 1850
Lillian Goldman Law Library of Yale Law School -http://avalon.law.yale. edu/19th_century/fugitive.asp -created the "Avalon Project: Documents in Law, History and Diplomacy." Avalon's purpose is to provide digital documents, which covers the topics of law, history diplomacy, politics, and diplomacy.
The Avalon Project provided the entire ten sections of the Fugitive Slave act. To summarize two parts of the law that different from the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1793" and to illustrate how this act significantly inhibited slaves' attempts towards freedom, Sections Five and Six will be mentioned. Section Five "… should any marshal or deputy marshal refuse to receive such warrant or other process when tendered or to use all proper means diligently to execute he shall on conviction thereof, be fined in the sum of one thousand dollars." In the "Fugitive Slave Act of 1793," the fine was five hundred dollars. In addition, if a fugitive escape under an officer's control, that officer will be prosecuted "for the full value of the service or labor of said fugitive." In this act, unlike the previous one, the slave catcher is responsible for the successful return of the slave. Section Five allows "posse commitatus" or "all good citizens" to return slaves to their owners.
Section Six states that the owner can pursue the slave by obtaining a warrant "to seize the fugitive without process," and the owner could proclaim by deposition, orally or in writing, to certify the slave belongs to him.
Black Codes
PBS -http://www.pbs.org/tpt/slavery-by-another-name/themes/black-codes/ -created a Website about black codes and pig laws. The Website includes videos on both codes. A pig law was a penalty, a misdemeanor, and a felony solely levied against African Americans when a farm/agricultural crime occurred. These pig laws stayed on the books well into the Jim Crow era.
According to the History Channelhttp://www.history.com/topics/black-history/ black-codes -black codes were implemented to control the former slaves and their labor. The Website provides a brief chronology of black codes, which begin in 1865, with Mississippi and South Carolina being the first states to enact them. The purpose of black codes was "to show a steadfast commitment to ensuring the [white] supremacy and the survival of plantation agriculture in the postwar years."
The page is divided into sections, for example "States' rights in the Former Confederacy," "Passage of the Black Codes," and "Enforcement and Impact of the Black Codes." To the right of the page are illustrations and links of related topics.
Jim Crow Laws
The National Park Service (NPS) -http://www.nps.gov/malu/learn/education/ jim_crow_laws.htm -which is a government entity under the United States Department of the Interior, created a Website about Jim Crow Laws. The title of the Website, "Martin Luther King, Jr: National Historic Site-Georgia, is misleading. However, the topic is about Jim Crow laws. This page discusses the Jim Crow laws in different states. Jim Crow laws are like the slave and black codes. These laws were designed to limit the African American's everyday life after he achieved freedom from slavery. For example, Mississippi had a law against the promotion of equality, i.e., "any person… in favor of social equality or of intermarriage between whites and negroes, shall be subject to fines not exceeding five hundred (500.00) dollars or imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months or both."
The Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Michigan -http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/ what.htm -created the Jim Crow Museum of Memorabilia. The Webpage features a slide show of some of the museum's artifacts, which are very disturbing. However, the menu tab, "About us" and under the section "About the Museum," the goal of the museum is "to get people to think deeply" and show the alarming artifacts of history of racism in the U.S." By clicking on the "video" tab, various YouTube videos on racism are available for viewing. 
Part 2 of Laws
The following laws illustrate a shift towards de facto freedom for African Americans. Some scholars believe the Brown v. Board of Education (1954) decision was the beginning of the Civil Rights movement. 5 However, while others contend that 1619, when the first Africans who were sold as slaves to colonists, began the Civil Rights era. 6 No matter the date, the succeeding laws demonstrate African Americans' collective push towards obtaining their rights under the Constitution. crf-usa.org/bill-ofrights-in-action/bria-23-2-c-mendez-v-westminster-paving-the-way-to-school-desegregation -mission NPS notes the discriminatory practices of school administrators in regard to Latino Americans, for example, the less "Mexican" a child looked and sound, he/she could attend the white school.
Mendez v. Westminster (1945)

Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
According to Kansas state law, cities having more than 15,000 citizens were required to establish a separate school for African American children. In 1950, the Kansas State Supreme court heard eleven court cases that challenged segregated schools. Later in 1950, the NAACP created a class action lawsuit, which represented thirteen families. In February 1951, a federal three-judge panel ruled that segregation The Brown v Board of Education Website is divided into two sections with eight sections. Under the "Online Resources," some of the resources include "About the Brown decision," "Exhibits," and a student activity booklet for children, and "Resources and Articles." The majority of the resources and articles are found elsewhere on the Web.
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Legal Defense and Educational Fund -http:// www.naacpldf.org/case/brown-v-board-education -was I draw two lessons from this epic saga. First, the "who knew?" lesson that the physical manufacture of the books we buy nowadays is a far more complicated process than I realized. How many mass market paperbacks sold through Amazon are printed by them in this way? Sure, many readers today get a book in their hands and if they take a moment will sniff at it and grumble about how books aren't made the way they used to be, but Henry Adams was right, "The world grew cheap, as worlds must." It's just bad luck when one of those books 4 CCR was "established as an independent, bipartisan fact-finding federal agency." Its mission is to "inform the development of national civil rights policy and enhance enforcement of federal civil rights laws." The Website is sectioned by highlights, recent reports, recent correspondence, recent congressional reports, and testimony. At the bottom right of the page are recent meeting transcripts.
Voting Rights Act 1965
The Leadership Conference Websitehttp://www.civilrights.org/voting-rights/vra/ history.html -included the history and sections as well as the Supreme Court's relationship to the "Voting Rights Act of 1965" (VRA). According the Website, Section 2 prohibits discriminatory practices of minority voters. Section 5 "requires federal 'preclearance' before covered jurisdictions." The covered jurisdictions have historically discriminated against minority voters. However, in June 2013 in Shelby County v. Holder the "preclearance" was deemed unconstitutional. This act not only benefitted African Americans, but Asian and Latino Americans were also barred from voting in various places of the United States before the law was enacted.
The United States Department of Justice Civil Rights Division -http://www.justice. gov/crt/about/vot/intro/intro_b.php -has a voting section on its Website. This section includes links of the "History of Federal Voting Rights Laws." In addition to the history, the Department of Justice provides the "1965 Enactment" of the VRA. According to the site, two events occurred that impacted the passage of VRA, the murders of civil right activists and the attack by state troopers on peaceful marchers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama. These acts "persuaded…President [Johnson] and Congress to overcome Southern legislators' resistance to effective voting rights legislation."
The National Initiative on American History, Civics, and Service -http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=100 -sponsored a Website entitled "Our Documents: 100 Milestone Documents from the National Archives." The Website is comprised of 100 primary, digitized documents that had an impact on American history. As a result, the actual VRA of 1965 is included as one of the one hundred documents. The date stamp of August 6, 1965 can be seen. The Website noted the purpose of the VRA was to enforce the Fifteenth Amendment, which was to allow everyone the right to vote.
